Directions:
*Note: This assignment pertains to the film Enchanted, which we watched together in class. If you missed the film in class, you can use another Disney film for your paper, so long as the film: A) was produced by Disney; B) is geared toward children (G or PG rating); C) came out in the last 10 years (2003 or later). If you choose to write a paper on a Disney film other than Enchanted, I highly recommend that you check in with me first.
This is the second of two papers you are writing for the films we have watched together. Your goal is to make connections between the film and sociological (academic) material. Academic or scholarly sources are peer-reviewed and/or published by a recognized scholarly source, such as an academic journal or university. The purpose of the paper is not to express your opinion (although you are welcome to do so), but rather to convince the reader that you understand the connection between the content of the film and the course material you have been reading and discussing amongst your classmates. The paper should be 4-5 pages, double spaced, 1 or 1.25” margins, Times New Roman font or a similarly sized font. This film paper is worth 10% of your overall grade. You will need to make use of at least 3 academic sources. (You do not have to include the class material.) With each source, you should demonstrate that you understand the material and can explain it clearly, whether you agree or not. You will need to strategize about how you will organize and present evidence for your conclusions/arguments. Good papers have effective introductions, conclusions, and make an argument.
General advice for papers:
Re-read the directions for the assignment before you start writing


What is the purpose of the paper?


What are the basic requirements?

Organize your paper before you start writing (an outline may help)

Make sure your sources are appropriate (academic and relevant)

Make sure you treat your sources fairly (explain their points thoroughly and accurately)

Proofread for obvious spelling and grammar errors

Questions to help guide your thinking:
*Note: You do not have to answer any of the following questions in the paper, although you're more than welcome to do so. You can choose any relevant topic or argument that was raised in the film to focus your paper on. This is just meant to serve as a guide if you need help choosing a topic. Read the instructions (above) carefully before writing your paper. This is not an opinion paper- you need academic support for all arguments you make.
What sorts of values would you say Disney embodies? What kinds of messages does Disney send kids, especially when it comes to gender?

What examples of gender stereotyping have you noticed in Disney films? Do you find gender stereotyping to be more pronounced in the depictions of male or female characters?

Write a brief description of how each main character fits – or doesn't fit – within traditional gender roles. In other words, take notes on whether you think the character has stereotypical masculine traits (achievement oriented; ambitious; self-reliant; self-confident; independent; responsible; decisive; rational; dominant; aggressive; violent; etc.) or stereotypical feminine traits (obedient; submissive; dependent; anxious-to-please; emotional; nurturing; affectionate; gentle; understanding; sensitive; sacrificing; family-oriented; overly-attentive to physical appearance, etc.). Does the film reinforce stereotypes, defy stereotypes, or both? Be specific and use examples to illustrate and support your analysis throughout the paper.

Have gender portrayals in Disney films changed over time? If so, how? If not, what's been most consistent about them?

What examples of racial and ethnic stereotyping do you see in Disney films? Have racial/ethnic stereotypes changed over time? If so, how? If not, what's been most consistent about them? How are racial/ethnic portrayals in Disney movies influenced by the fact that most Hollywood executives (including Disney's) are white males?

Do you think the fact that Disney is a massive, profit-driven corporation has any effect on the kinds of stories it tells? If so, in what ways? Why is Disney of particular concern when it comes to its ability to influence popular culture and children? Is it fair to focus on Disney in particular?

How can we teach children to critically analyze the messages they're receiving in Disney films (and other types of media)? Should we teach these skills in school, like we're taught to analyze literature? How should we handle offensive stereotypes in children's films (especially ones from earlier eras)?
